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! This is the typical transportation between villaged cities in Guatemala. Chicken-busses are ceave
American school busses. The adjective chicken cdroesthe absurd capacity the bus has to harbooplpe
oftentimes exceeding twice the normal holding cépac

2 Respectively ‘land of the eternal spring’ and daof the eternal repression’.

% Sources usually cite 1960 as the official initatof the internal armed conflict with the rebatliof army
officials and the beginning of the guerrilla movemhel 954 however marks the violent counterrevohaiy
attack on the democratically elected social dentmcgmvernment of Jacobo Arbenz, after which dageléader
of the counterrevolutionary army Castillo Armasuased power.

* Source: Comisién de Eslcarecimiento Histérico @99

® Factually this might be so, technically this ig:remocracy has been installed in Guatemala béfone 1986
onwards, but under military control and thus nobéoconsidered ‘full’. The democratic period fro8v4 to
1954 formed another real experience of democragyinernational pressure (from the United Stafes o
America) made continuation impossible. The PeaaAts of 1996 thus provide a new scenario.
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® Guatemalan ‘youth’ form 18.9% of the populatidre group between fifteen and nineteen years old
constituting 56.22% (Poitevin, Moscoso, Rivera, @0D4).

" The only example that | found during the preparaiof a study similar to the present study islaster’s
thesis by Cerda Pereira (2003) on the politicaligigation of youth in postdictatorship Chile.

8 Reason for undertaking this present research leaatk of material to be found in Holland on thejsct.
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° Nicolas’ father stayed behind in Mexico, for reaste did not explain.
19INGEP is one of the political institutes offeringurses on political formation for Guatemalan yo&tee
chapter 3.
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A “criollo’ is a person from European descent, batn in the Latin American continent.
12 One of the most popular books written on this thés Eduardo Galeano’s “The Open Veins of Latin
America” (1973), popularizing the dependency thenrgconomics.
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13 This economic system is called the I1SI model. &bistorical development of ISI in Latin Americags
Rosemary Thorpe (19989rogress, Poverty and Exclusion, and economic histéLatin America in the 20
Century.Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press.

14 As coined in Huntington, S. (199The Third Wave of Democratization in the Late Tve¢mtCentury
Norman: University of Oklahoma Press.
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15 Note that these models were devised within theddrtates and therefore when applying to Latin Acae
context should be critically reviewed to see ifsie€oncepts can be un-problematically appliedftoeagn
context.
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16 As paraphrased from Almond and Verba. In Almonda@& Verba, S. (1968The Civic Culture, Political
Culture and Democracy in Five Natioridew Jersey: New Jersey University Press.
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" Little is known in the literature on GuatemalatltisE phenomenon in the context of the military aiotship.
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18 As the effects of repression and fear in the Guatan case will reveal in chapter three, theseamumnces
might also work through in the next generations.
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9 One can point for example towards the fori@ail Defence Patrol§Patrullas de Autodefensa Ciyiwith

bonds to théRG (Frente Republicano Guatemaltegmlitical party surrounding Rios Montt, formerlitary
junta leader), the FRG itself as political actarg @t the other end the human rights organizatiansiling a

sharp discourse of impunity and revindication afau rights in Guatemalan society.
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% Freedom Summer was the summer of 1964 where wiiitdle class students from the North travellechi t
South of the United States to help inscribe thelbfgopulation for the coming elections. This wasrsas the
start of the civil rights movements in the Unitedt8s. McAdam'’s thesis is that many of the peogie would
lead the ‘new’ leftist movement if the next decadase in large numbers from the group of FreedomrSer

volunteers.
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2L Constructionism and the more often heard conclepbmstructivism are very similar and in fact
interchangeable. Constructivist epistemology reagtsnsessentialismand holds that reality is value-laden. An
understanding of reality follows from a criticabury into this. | follow here the concept of cansttionism as
coined by Crotty (1998).

22 Crotty (1998, 20) ascribes this perspective onkedge to positivism.
% Quetzaltenango is the second city of Guatemalaaarattive centre of indigenous culture and activis
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It proved very difficult from Holland to get intdew who these (youth) organizations were and
communication with these was often complicatedarg slow.

% See Appendix for more details on the selectiokeyfinformants and informants.
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% These interviews were conducted with social orzations in the departments of Alta Verapaz and
Quetzaltenango and treated the context of polipeaficipation within indigenous youth. The inatyilto use
these valuable sources is partly the reason foathéng of a more specific analysis on Mayan yowithin the
Guatemalan youth population.

2" For list of participants also see the Appendix.
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o / 2 2 3 8 4 % /

G 3 9 / %/
0 8 / * R 9 b
o 8 / 3 2
th % 8 % / 3 I 9 )
12 8 th 8 8 % -8 (i
] 8 (3 */ 3 /
/ 8/ 9 8 4 .
G 3
& /8 / / 2 3 §
/ / 3 2 3
/8 2 6 5
/ 8 o) 8 ( 8
/5 * / / 8 (3P
. o D3 1 3 3 8 (
W . % / G 3
& / 3 8 * [/ 2 O ;b
O * o) 2 W/
/2 % 8 8 8
o % 2 8 o
i8 o) / / ' 15
3 8 / /8 ( 3%
C 4 8 1 / / o
2 % 8 8
/ 3 2 3 4 %/ o)
8 8 ( [/ 8 * th
9 /

% Housewife



%
3/

3%

- %

8 /

%

3

% /

( 5 88

E

%

%

5/

%



%

39
/8



w / /> 6/ >

/ 8> 3N

? 68 [/ */ 69 ; B

+11
P: ,3 P65
% 84 <6

/b 8 % %

/ 4 8 / ( 8

# / & -

9 A0 5 %

8 % «( /7 3 3 % , 8 6

31 Interview Josefina, 29of April 2005, Totonicapan.
32 Interview Chacén, 1st of December 2004, Guatei@iia

, 8 3 OFN

%

* / ,



9 3
8
O,:. .5
8 (
9
+
% 8
% 8 6
%
5
9
8 = 5
3 h *
« >
3 >
8 3
/ 3
3 9
3 +:
3%
3
3
8

(3
3 1

= (3

% /

%

%

8
/ 3 *
A 08
3
-5(3+. %
/ 8
3 3
- : 3 /
3 % 8
9 3 >
3 /
8 % D %
E
3 8 * 9
2 /6 3 3 3
/ / %
ESHHH0 $L 9 % 37 % 3 3
i 8
9 8 % /
3 / $##1 8 8
8 9 6 % 3
t 94
% /7 9 > w o/
> /8 %
/8 ( 3 8
/9 /%
/
3 3 8
1 2 3
/ % /
% ( 35 3
3 68

5 ,"D A@ %



, A Bb /
3%
9 3 % / 3 3 > /
% E t 8
3 %" 8% 9 3 8 - > % %
/ ( 3 3
/9 3/% 3 3 5
/ A B % / 3 54
5 4% (5 / 4% /16 3 % o/
3 8 % 3 1? 6
St 119 5 4 3
454,7% % > 3 % 3
> E % 8 8 * %
boOOSHEALL 1 /8 ( b
/9 * 3 W / > % + 6 $HH#AG L1
" ( % E
% 9 /
6 / 3% /6 /
3 % /
3 3
3% b 3 3 3
3 68 / D 3 0 $##Bl
9 //  // 3
8/ / 8 / ;
% 8 3 3 3 /
9 3 L@
3 5 3 3
3 / / ; E
3 3% %

BC

¥ “The government follows closely the norms of theeinational economy and continues facilitating and
deepening the neoliberal strategies in the couritnis historical processidestepshe opinion of the
Guatemalan peopland if we want to construe a stable political fatit will depend much on a moegjuitable

and just division of the resourceginterview Chacén, 3 of December, 2005, Guatemala City)
3 Interview Gonzalez, 22th of February 2005, Guatar@ity .
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% Interview Colussi, 4th of April 2005, GuatemalayCi

% The Guatemalan authorities cite 1.188 violentlieat women and girls between 2001 and 2004, ajiou
Amnesty International believes that this numberhhi&ven be higher. Source: Amnesty Internationd0%2
Guatemala. Ni proteccidn ni justicia. Homicidios mi@jeres en Guatemalaww.amnesty.org
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Nacional de Jovenes de Guatemala (ANJG) and FUNDMiscuss state policies regarding youth. He base
this also on studied documents of Centro de Actiégal en Derechos Humanos (CALDH). See Rodriguez,
(2001).

“" Instituto Centroamericano de Estudios PoliticOJEP), Instituto de Gerencia Politica (INGEP) mdrthe
faculty of Political Sciences of the Rafael Landildmiversity, Organizaciéon de Estados AmericanosApand
Friedrich Ebert Stiftung (FES) also called localg Fundacion Ebert.
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9 Personal communication with INGEP staff™d& May 2005.
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" Once again, it is difficult to access reliableajdiut from conversations with rural youth, it aprsethat in
some cases up to half of the village’s youth pajatamigrate to work to Mexico or the United Stategen if
this is for a temporal period.
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#(

%

%

/t
M9

%

19

8

f+

8

%

%

3/4

%

%

3
1%

68

%

%
/

%

8

/
67

8%

%

/3

/

3

(3

%

% /N

8 /

%

%

/

/

%

%

(

8

%



A LL 5E (% % 88 3% 8 /

/ 9 % 8 8 /I %/ 3
%
5 3
!/ / 3 » 8 8 (/
>
/8 3 : > 9 8
8 / >
3 /
64 < 4 /
5 t |
68 t | 8 9 8 - >
3 3 %
% 9 / 8 3
3 % 8¢
MO E /6
3 % 3 / E %
9 % ( 8 3% / 3 3
N+, % 8 k 1
4 < 3 % 88 /i
M5 8 § % 8 b ( b
/ % oy 2 300% E K8 / %
b 1 8 8 % % /Nt % 84 <
9 % 8
* / 3 % % 8
i M9 8/ ! ( /
N*5
!"$ *
6 % / 9 * 8

" Interview Palma
"2 Tarrow (1998) points to the importance of ‘framiiag central phase in the initiation of collectiypmlitical)
action.



@) b
>

w3
/5

$H#HCH AL 19

MO

%

%

1
% 3

%

8

%

3

3%

%

% 8

/9

%

(

%

3%

/ 3N+,

%

868

N+5

» 8 8

8
% 84

% %

/  /( 8%
/ % 3

P4 8
< 119

3 /

/8

%



%

%

A
( 8 3

%

%



9 8 ( % 8 (3 8
/ 3 >0 3 /b
8 4 > E
9 8 3 8 ( /i
% 3/ % 6 % 8 8
/% / 3 8
3 % 9 8
% %
%
5 3 !/ / 3 b
/ / 8 3 %
3 3
¢ - ! %
28/ ( 8 / 8
% /5
3 /7 % 3 /9 /
3 $##B 8 9 3 % 3 3
8 / / 3 $$A X % 3 3 %
8 [/ * / % / 6 8 3 C" @$X % 3 19 f
$##CL 9 / 3/ 3 3
8 /9
* : % D z % />9
83 / 3 / ( - % >
9 3 % / % 60 %
+$HHHE 5 tHHAD SHHSL % 3/ b E
3/ 3 3 9 /
3 9 / 5 8 8
/ 8 % /
€ 68 / 5

% 3/ &/



8 *9

3 1 3/ 8 3
i ; o
53 3 * / / 8
/ 9 8 8 3 9 /!
b o 3 * / 3 3
b / o 8 @B$XI /5
/ % /% 8 CUUXLT 3 3 %
BB OXL 3 8 (#$4X18 ¢ %50
oo SHE ASHL 8 / * / /
/ 9 / 15  i$#EAl 8
3 /8 w / E
3 / o) 8
BB XI5 B
A" LXL /AT IXI 5 DA 1
9 3/8 8 8 o
3 % 9 /1w /o /
E /#BLCXI5 8 / 3 * e
/ / 3% A" XID /0 X E
/ ( / / 08 3 3+ %50
oo SH 1
9 8 o 3/ /
/ 3/ 9
3 3 / 3 E
x % E 2 8% § /7
5 8 8 / §CBIX 8
( 8 §OA "X E 5 ISHMHCL 19
/ 3 E /9
( 8 8 / b
9 8 w4
/ /1 o /

3 In 2005 INGEP published a report on youth andtjeali perceptions, but this was not available toanthe
time of research

" percentage of number of students that respondeaistposition is unknown



b E / / % / 3/

w 5 VA /8 8 3
/ #'$1X18 o 3 3/
E / /9 /8 8% / 3
8 % 8 +"AXI 3 HOLXI+ % 50
o 6SHHSAKAL 5 8 § E / E / w/ 3 9 /
8 W/ / " 3 %o+ CXL %
4 X1 th 3 4 B
MOXL5  G$HEMSAL E / 3/ o /
/i@ X * /8 8 ( i ex
8 X 3 W/
8 /5  b$HEAISCL 5 3 th E /
/ o 3 3 /
D i * 8 8 / 7
o 8 / 8 3 3
E /i * %3 3 3/ 4 3
* b E / / 3 8 3 8
5 GSHHAGAIL O * /3
8 3 oo ( 3 8
i /CX E / 1 X"
8 ( % 3 8 / 8
5§ SR 1L
9 / 8 ( 8 3
/ 98 38
8 / w7 /8 %8
8/ 8 / 8 %/ /9 3 3
W/ o 3/ 8 ( 3
3 " 3/ 5 / 3
/3% /5 3 th
8 3 9 8 55
"X E 5
3 8 o 3% 1
3 3 I Y + $X1 I

> On the national level ‘among adults’ this is 748@guru, 2001, 58)



3 3 % 3 9
/ 3 % A LO 3
3 A B+ 145 b $##A) BBL
3 1 5 /NN
/ 3 / %/ b o
/ 3 / 8 N+, 9 1
/5 3 3 o 3
/ 8 ( / ( / -
/9 8 1 5 ;
( 8 3 3 / " 3 1
8 /5
3% / 8// ( 8 / 5
5 Gl /3
8 5 2 8 8 9 5 45l
/ 8 % 3/ 5  iC"X / % /3§
C#X / 3 28% i / % 1$X ( 8
5 ¢ 3 AX 1 E 9
o 8 % CB X ( 8 5
9 % /
; 3/ o3 /% 5 8
9 3 8 8 8
2 8 / 3
/ 3 i 8 8 3 8
/ 9 i / 3 9
3 8 B /> o
3 o bt b SHEAL 3 - /
»7 ; Wb 8
/ 8 ( / 8 3: ;
8 / , 3
/ 8 8
/ 9 b
3/ 8 (

¥ 3 5 64 2 02,1 8



M, 83 % E b
% * / 8 (
% * % 3 / 3% 8/
3 N +5 § SHHAS "'$1 +9 1
¢ 5 %
5 *
/ 3 % o/
3 3/ 3 2 8% § BS$
/ 8// 3 (
/9 /
) ; ) 3 /1 /
% 9 83 / / )
3/
D 8 [/ * * / $#4C 8
3 / 9 53 / 3
/ O * t 5 ) (8
/
* 9 38 3 38
9 5 2 > 8 8 b 3/
) 0% 9 8
8/ 3% 8 % 0% 3
/ 6 3 8 t 1% /
, 3 3 % / O
9 O 0% %
/ 3 3 8 ( /) (
A 19 8 ( B 72 $#C 8 % / 8 /
5 / =
3 4 0 31 $#B 9 8 / % [/ 8
3 $H#B 9 / %
8 ( / 3 9 / 3 3 3 /



% 3

2,D

5:7?
8 // 3

$#4B )

w

(#
%

%

/ F9

% %

0) 3

%

% o/ /
% % 9 3 / 3
% 3 3 %/
/"9
3 / 28% 6 / /
8 -
7<% | 3
% : 53 8 /
3 3/
4 3 3 8
% % / 3 6
% % ) 5
* 3
/ 3 3 3/
0 *
/
6 % ;
8 % 8 / %/ 3 9
37 /b % /
3 8/ [/ %
9 8
/6 % 8 / 8
i 8 /% 8
>
8 6 8
/
/I (& / 3>
"5 %
/ % % 3
/

® As has been witnessed personally on various amesisiuring the field work in Guatemala City.

7 All italics in the citations are mine
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% The reader should however be careful with therfmégation of these conclusions. The studies orchvtiiese
arguments are based were done with a selected mahsidents, mostly urban youth (Poitevin, Mosgos
Rivera, 2000; Azpuru, 2001). Therefore these resan not automatically representative for all @oetlan
youth. However, the results are indicative foritteas and behaviour of Guatemalan youth in general.
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